Aili Mary Allen

March 18, 1930 - December 29, 2024

Aili Mary Allen, age 94, passed away peacefully at MyMichigan Medical
Center in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on December 29, 2024.

Aili was born in Sault Ste. Marie on March 18, 1930, to John and Helmi
(Kotala) Huhtala. She married Eugene Raffaele, and they raised their sons,
John and Ron. She the married Paul Allen and had a son, Richard “Rick”.

Aili was employed at Sault Polyclinic Pharmacy for many years. Later she
worked for and retired from the clerical department at Lake Superior State
University.

Aili was involved in the Finn Hall project on Sugar Island and the restoration of
the old schoolhouse from Brasser Road. She had a heart for the Island and
loved telling stories of its people and history. She enjoyed socializing with her
friends at the Community Center luncheons and visiting, and entertaining
people. You could not leave her home without giving in to her insistence on
having “just a bite” of something she had usually made from scratch. She was
a strong and stoic woman with a big heart.

Aili loved to go camping and traveling. She visited relatives in Finland twice
and spent sixteen winters in Zephyrhills, Florida. She enjoyed being outdoors
tending her flower gardens, feeding their ducks, and feeding a beloved turkey



they named “Clementine”. She was also an avid reader.

Aili is survived by her children, John (Terri) Raffaele of Cadillac, Michigan,
Ronald (Bonnie) Raffaele of Sault Ste. Marie, Paul (Jeannie) Allen of Sault
Ste. Marie, Terry (Dalene) Allen of Waukesha, Wisconsin, and Linda (Tom)
Spuhler of Sault Ste. Marie; and many grandchildren; great-grandchildren;
and great-great-grandchildren. Aili is also survived by her very special life
partner, Bernie Roy of Sugar Island.

Aili was preceded in death by her husbands, Eugene Raffaele and Paul Allen;
son, Richard Allen; granddaughters, Anne Rene Raffaele, Kelsey Dawn
Raffaele; and grandson, Chase John Raffaele.

A Visitation Service will be held on Friday, January 3, 2025, visitation from
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM at the Faith Lutheran Church, 1600 Park St., Sault Ste.
Marie, Michigan. Funeral Service begins at 11:00 AM.

Aili’s final resting place will be at the Pine Grove Cemetery in the Spring of
2025.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Sugar Island Historical Society.
Family Life Funeral Homes assisted the family with arrangements.

Condolences may be left to the family at www.familylifefh.com. Obituary as
submitted by family.



Cemetery Details

Pine Grove Cemetery

5901 S Mackinac Trail
Sault Ste Marie, M|l 49783

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 3. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Faith Lutheran Church
1600 Park St.
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Funeral Service

JAN 3. 11:00 AM (ET)

Faith Lutheran Church
1600 Park St.
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783



Tribute Wall

My sincere condolences to Aili's family and friends especially her
children and grandchildren. May all your fond memories comfort you
now and in the future. Fly high with the angels Aili. May her soul rest

in eternal peace.
Fern - January 01, 2025 at 02:19 PM
Our hearts are with you. purchased the Serene R

eflections Bouquet for the family of Aili Mary
Allen.

Our hearts are with you. - January 01, 2025 at 10:29 AM

Our hearts are with you. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Aili Mary Allen.

Our hearts are with you. - January 01, 2025 at 10:29 AM


https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Aili was my mom's (Joyce Leask McCoy) best friend growing up on
Sugar Island. They remained friends until mom's passing Dec
27,2020. Mom would tell me many stories of her and Aili. | just
wished | would have written them down. Aili was a sweet soft
spoken lady, | saw her every month at our Historical meetings in the
summer. | tried to go have coffee with her before | would head back
to Florida in the fall and just as stated, she would indulge you into
eating a baked treat. She made the best chocolate covered Oreo's.
| tried making them but they were never as good as hers. | will miss
this sweet lady as will everyone on Sugar Island. My hope is that my
mother was there to greet her on the other side.

Condolences to her children, grandchildren and Bernard.

Luanne McCoy Rutt - December 31, 2024 at 11:57 AM



