
Byard "Roy/Ruby" Raeburn
May 12, 1942 - April 14, 2026

Byard “Roy/Ruby” Raeburn, age 83, of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, passed
away peacefully on April 14, 2026, at Freighter View Assisted Living. Roy was
born May 12, 1942, in Sault Ste. Marie, to Byard and Violet (Partridge)
Raeburn. 

Roy was well known for his bright red truck and his daily “walkabouts” along
Portage Avenue. Each morning, he could be found enjoying breakfast at
Frank’s Place, where the staff kindly had his pancakes ready and always
treated him with patience and warmth. Roy attended military school during his
grade school years and later graduated with the Class of 1960 from Sault
High School. After attending Ferris State University, Roy enlisted in the United
States Navy in 1964. He was stationed aboard the USS Kitty Hawk, where he
earned a Commendation Ribbon with one star, the Vietnam Service Medal
with three bronze stars, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with
honors. Roy was a proud veteran. Following his service in the Navy, he spent
many years sailing on freighters before beginning work at the Soo Locks,
where he remained until his retirement in 1994. 

 

Roy was a member of American Legion Post #3 and VFW Post 3676, where
he enjoyed spending time with friends, often sitting at the bar sipping a Sprite
Zero. 

 



Roy is survived by his cousins; Charolotte Mansfield, Brooks Partridge, and
Margaret Crawford, who looked after him as he got older. 

 

Roy was preceded in death by his parents; Byard and Violet; and many
cousins that grew up on the Partridge five acres. 

 

Roy and his cousins would like to extend their heartfelt thanks to Freighter
View Assisted Living for the wonderful care he received over the past eight
years. He truly considered it home. 

 

A Memorial Gathering will be held on Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 1:00 PM
to 2:00 PM, at Family Life Funeral Homes, 4951 S. M-129, Sault Ste. Marie,
MI 49783. The Memorial Service will follow at 2:00 PM with Brenda Ransom
officiating. 

 

Per Roy’s wishes, memorial contributions may be made to the American
Legion Post #3 or VFW Post 3676. 

 

Condolences may be given to the family at www.familylifefh.com. 
 

Obituary as submitted by family.
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Jessica Stanaway - April 21 at 03:06 PM

Ruby was a regular back in the 1970s at the Delmar Hotel when my
husband, Dave, played there as a member of Larry Slatter and the
Executives and later as "Dave and Rob". Ruby was a friendly,
gentle soul. R.I.P. Ruby.

RS

Raymond Sullivan - April 23 at 09:09 AM

I paled around with Ruby and the Partridge clan boys ,Ken
Bonathon,Dave Adam’s. He was guite the kid. He had a big old motor
scooter while the other boys had smaller ones. 
Ray Sullivan

joyce henderson - April 20 at 02:17 PM

To the family of "Ruby" my sincere condolences. 
I first knew him as an employee of the Corps of Engineers. He
enjoyed 

 his work and fellow coworkers. Then after he resided at Freighter
View 

 I would see him when the Monday Morning Singers were there. He
would 

 sometimes like to pose as our director with his hands in movement; 
 sometimes sing along and other times just enjoyed listening.


