Carol Ward

December 20, 1930 - July 6, 2020

Carol Elizabeth Wahlberg Ward passed on into the next phase of her journey
on July 6, in Detroit surrounded by family at the home of her son Harry Ward.

She was an accomplished artist, an avid gardener, and a fierce
environmentalist. Carol was born on December 20, 1930, in Detroit to parents
Elmer and Frances Wahlberg. She studied art in high school at Cass Tech in
Detroit and graduated in 1949. She went on to study at Michigan State,
UCLA, and Wayne State earning a bachelor's degree in elementary education
and a master's degree in Art History. Carol taught elementary school art in
Detroit before marrying Harry Thomas Ward Jr. in 1956. They raised three
children. In the early 1980s, Carol's husband Harry became disabled and
Carol returned to teaching. She soon moved to Michigan's Upper Peninsula
where she taught art in elementary schools in and around Rudyard. After
Harry's death, Carol continued to teach eventually retiring to the home she
had designed and had built on the shores of Lake Superior near Brimley. For
the next thirty years, Carol lived and bloomed there in the woods next to Lake
Superior. She gardened, read, and spoke out for the preservation of the
natural world. She was an ardent environmentalist, a fierce defender of the
Eastern U.P in its natural state, and an active member of her local Sierra Club
chapter. Carol also loved exploring the desert southwest traveling alone in
the winter months to remote places, painting, reading, and living out of her
vehicle which she temporarily converted into a camper. Carol's in-laws often



remarked "Carol can do anything" They were right. Carol lived out her
environmentalist beliefs: Her home was powered by solar panels, she grew
much of the food she ate and she composted almost everything. Throughout
her life, Carol's extraordinary creativity was expressed in everything she
touched, including her home and her garden, but the primary outlet for her
amazing mind was watercolor painting.

Carol is survived by her sister Marjorie Wahlberg, her children Elizabeth Anne
Smith (Tom), Mary Carol Ward and Harry Thomas Ward Il (Mary), six
grandchildren, Hillary Makens (Matt), Thomas Ward, Bryce Pfeiffer, Grace
Ward, Paul Smith, and Lillian Ward, and by two great-grandchildren, Virginia
Makens and Jameson Makens, as well as very dear friends and neighbors.

In keeping with her wishes, Carol was buried in the Mission Hill Cemetery in
Bay Mills Township shortly after her death. Due to the current presence of
COVID 19, her children plan to host a grand celebration of her life in July
2021, at her home in Brimley.
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| was surprised to see the notice of Carol's death. | first met Carol at
Rudyard as a fellow teacher and as a member of the Rudyard
Federation of Teachers negotiating team. | guess | didn't know Carol
well, but she impressed me greatly with her strength and
intelligence. It was after we were both retired that we ran into each
other again. | frequented the coffee shop where the Sierra Club
occasionally met. We shared quite a few chats and found that we
actually had much in common. | found her strong and courageous.
| often wished | could be as independent as she was, to venture
alone into the world. Although | never saw her home, | will always
think of her when | pass the sign for Ranger Road. | know she is out
there continuing her journey as always.

Mary M. Barry - August 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

Peace be with you all. I
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Corey Cromell - July 21, 2020 at 12:00 AM



