Charles "Chuck" Tapani
Bennin

December 23, 1947 - July 8, 2021

Charles “Chuck” Tapani Bennin, age 73, of Pickford, Michigan, died July 8,
2021, at War Memorial Hospital in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. He was born
December 23, 1947, in Sault Ste. Marie to parents Clemens and Nora
(Tapani) Bennin.

Chuck lived in Brimley, Michigan, until the 9th grade when his family moved to
Pickford and Chuck began attending Pickford High School. It was there that
he met his soulmate and high school sweetheart, Mary Jane (Storey) Bennin.
He also brought along his friend, Frank Livingston when he made the shift to
Pickford High school and the two graduated in the same class of 1966. During
those high school days, Chuck carved out an athletic legacy for himself.
Chuck was the guy that was active in all sports and excelled in everything he
played. He was on the 1965 Pickford Basketball team that played in the State
Semi-Finals where he was named to the All-Tournament team. He continued
playing sports after school including Men’s Slowpitch Softball and Golf. He
was well-known as a “homerun” hitter in softball and was walked by many. In
Golf, he had a hole-in-one at the St. Ignace Golf Course during a scramble he
was playing with his good friend Neil Peffers. Through the years Chuck
coached several Jr. High teams and the Varsity Boys Basketball team. He led
three different teams to Regionals and coached the 1992 team that played in
the State Semi-Finals. He then moved into being the Athletic Director at
Pickford Schools. He enjoyed working and being around kids every day. He



put in many hours at the school and wouldn’t have changed any of it. He was
part of starting the Jr. High Football tackle program. He also created the
softball field with help from many others and brought back the old baseball
field so both programs could get started at PHS. Chuck always said “Nothing
would be possible if he didn’'t have the many volunteers that he did to run and
work at all the sporting events. Your program is only as good as the people to
volunteer to help.” After his retirement in 2019, Chuck was honored during the
Pickford Hay Days program by Pickford School for his many years of work
and dedication. He was also the Grand Marshall for the Pickford Hay Days
Parade. Between his coaching and working as the Athletic Director he has 38
years of service at Pickford Schools.

While being the Athletic Director, Chuck also got involved in doing some
broadcasting. He played a role in bringing back the “EUP Game of the Week”
and would occasionally help broadcast those games when needed.

Chuck was also the Recreation Director for Pickford Township for many years.
He was instrumental in the developing of the Glen Gough Memorial Park by
building the Pavilion/Ice Arena, Restrooms, Softball diamond and dugouts,
playground, and camping sites. Chuck was someone who truly loved his
community and always advocated in ways to better serve his community.

In addition to his sports, Chuck also worked for the UPS for thirty years. He
was able to meet and touch the lives of many different people. He was always
a “people” person and would always have a story to tell by the end of the day.
After retiring from the UPS, he went on to work as the athletic director for
Pickford.

When Chuck had some free time, he loved watching sports and was a avid
Packers and Tigers fan. He also loved to go out camping and hunting for deer.
Chuck loved to turn events into friendly competitions as well; if you went out



hunting with him, chances where you would end up seeing who could get the
biggest buck. He also enjoyed his scratch-off lottery tickets and playing poker
with the guys. Chuck loved life and likewise, life loved Chuck back. He gave
so much of himself to those around him; Chuck leaves behind many who will
miss him.

Chuck is survived by his loving wife, Mary Jane (Storey) Bennin; daughters,
Lori Kay (Paul) Prucha of Pickford and Christy Ruth (Jerry) Thurmes of
Pickford; son, Shawn Charles (Angie) Bennin of Stalwart, Michigan; eight
grandchildren, Jade Prucha, Ahna Prucha, Taylor Thurmes, Tori Thurmes,
Madison Thurmes, Darcy Bennin, Lucy Bennin, and Gunner Bennin; brothers,
Norbert (Patti) Bennin of Sault Ste. Marie and John (Jeanne) Bennin of
Pickford; sister, Helen (Arnold) Folkersma of Middleville, Michigan; brother-in-
law, James Storey of Stalwart, Richard (Mary) Storey of Pickford and Chuck
Storey of Pickford; sister-in-law, Dianne Bennin of Sierra Vista, Arizona and
Sharon (Gerald) Cottle of Pickford; and many special nieces and nephews.

Chuck was preceded in death by his parents’ in-law, Mason Storey, Ruth
Storey, and Mildred Storey; brothers, Roger (Rosa) Bennin and Roberts
Bennin, and sister-in-law, Mary Anne Storey.

There will be Calling Hours at the Presbyterian Church in Pickford on July 15,
from 3:00 PM until 6:00 PM followed by a Memorial Service beginning at 6:00
PM.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks for donations to Kirk Gibson Foundation for
Parkinson’s, 19798 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236; Pickford
Presbyterian Church, PO Box 266, Pickford, Ml 49774; or Mary Jane Bennin,
PO Box 255, Pickford, Ml 49774 for a fund for the purchase of a scoreboard
for the softball field at Pickford Schools. Mary Jane will oversee the purchases



of the scoreboard.

The family would like to thank Dr. Thilak Chander and Dr. Vishnu Chander for
all the care during Chuck’s illness. Also, thank you to the staff at War
Memorial Hospital for the wonderful care he was given while he was there and
to the WMH Rehabilitation Staff for the exceptional care he was given in the
hospital and during his home therapy visits.



Previous Events

Gathering Time

JUL 15. 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Pickford Presbyterian Church
M-129 and John Street
Pickford, Ml 49774

Service

JUL 15. 6:00 PM (ET)

Pickford Presbyterian Church
M-129 and John Street
Pickford, Ml 49774



Tribute Wall

Charles "Chuck" Tapani Bennin

October 05, 2023 at 09:54 AM

Charles "Chuck" Tapani Bennin

October 02, 2023 at 10:14 PM

Charles "Chuck" Tapani Bennin

September 01, 2022 at 07:49 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Charles "Chuck" Tapani Bennin.

July 15, 2021 at 12:09 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with Chuck and his family on this sad
day. After talking to John not to long ago it was clear to me that this
was coming. That left a sadness in my heart and yet felt lucky , yes
lucky just like all who knew Chuck we were all lucky to have had
him in our lives. May God Bless you and always remember how
good of a man he was.

Brian & Cheryl Adams

Brian Adams - July 15, 2021 at 11:33 AM


https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Mary Jane and family: very sorry to hear of Chuck passing away.
May the memories of his very active life bring many smiles to you
and your family. May the Dear Lord bless you with strength to
ensure the painful loss. Mike and Doris Bennin from Wisconsin

Mike and Doris Bennin cousins - July 14, 2021 at 10:14 PM

Remembering and honoring a good heart § I

i

Halsey family - July 14, 2021 at 02:59 PM

| was very sad to hear of Chuck's passing, | enjoyed our many
travels and talks going to AD meetings. He was very passionate
about high school sports and kids. He loved his community and was
a tireless fundraiser for anything that needed to be done for his
school, community or E.U.P. | never saw Chuck in a bad mood, he
loved life and that's something we can all take from Chuck. | would
love to see Pickford name their Basketball Court the "Chuck Bennin
Court" Him and his family truly deserve it for what he did for their
school. Dave Duncan, Cedarville

Dave Duncan - July 14, 2021 at 12:42 PM



My heart grieves for the Bennin family at the loss of such a
wonderful man. | got to know Chuck as a fellow AD and grew to love
him! He loved his family fiercely, his desserts mightily and his
Pickford Panthers unwavering. He was a combination of gruffness,
gentleness, goodness, genuineness, and full of generosity for his
family, school and community! You could not walk away from Chuck
without a smile on your face! He has left a legacy that we should all
aspire to leave but his greatest legacy is his beautiful family and
grandchildren who he adored beyond words. | will miss this mighty
man and his example more than | can say......Deb DeWyse

Debbie DeWyse - July 14, 2021 at 10:37 AM

My good friend Chuck(scout). Lots of fond memories of coaching
basketball and taking kids to the state semi -finals Chuck and | were
golfing partners and hunting camp card players. He is responsible
for advancing all sports at PHS. What a legacy he has left behind.
He will be sorely missed. Rest In Peace with the Lord my friend \

Greg Ledy - July 13, 2021 at 07:05 PM
Chuck did so much for kids...the best part | liked was the help and
love he got from his grandchildren..For those left behind ....grieve let
God heal....but never forget the good things he did for

everyone..One Great man!!!!

Gary - July 13, 2021 at 07:51 AM



Mary Jane and family,

So sorry for your loss. Chuck was a great guy and a great friend. |
will always remember riding to AD

meetings with him and Dave Duncan. And golfing, we weren’t great
golfers but golfed a lot of great courses like Bay Harbor and Little
Traverse Bay. And going to the State BB Finals, for a long time we
all stayed at the Residence Inn.

You will be missed by the town of Pickford, you contributed so much
to the school and town.

RIP my good friend, you will be sadly missed by your family and
friends.

Dave Miller
DeTour Village

David Miller - July 12, 2021 at 07:59 PM
Well done good and faithful servant. Gone, ]

but will never be forgotten.
Your love for life is an inspiration to many

Joyce Henderson - July 11, 2021 at 09:43 PM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of Charles "Chuck" Tapani Bennin.

July 11, 2021 at 03:57 PM


https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

He touched the lives of so many over so many years. You will be
missed, Chuck@

Sandie and Bruce Rye - July 11, 2021 at 02:22 PM



