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Merle M. Utter, 98 , longtime resident of St.Ignace passed away peacefully at
his home on Sunday evening, August 7 with his wife at his side after a 3 and a
half year long illness. He was born March 18,1913 in Byron Center,MI His
parents were Clair and Myrtle (Moore) Utter.. He graduated from high school
in Hastings, and then graduated from Michigan State with a degree in
Forestry. He was brought up on  a farm, and told stories of farming and
fishing. Upon graduation Merle took a job with the CCC\'s in the Eastern UP..
He moved to St.Ignace in 1940 from Paradise,MI. and took a job with Edison
Sault Electric, working through the ranks until he was made Manager, with a
total time of 38 years. Merle enjoyed many activities outside his job, loved to
dance, play cards, especially pinochle; collecting agates on the shores of
Lake Superior; perch fishing, herring and Lake Trout; and wiring many homes
and buildings in the area. He was also on the St.Ignace Fire Department. and
active member of St.Ignatius Loyola Catholic Church. 

 Merle is survived by his wife of 23 years, Betty; son Jim Utter and family of
Anchorage, Alaska; Ruth Ann VanderVeen and family of  Caldonia; Bill  Utter 
(Lisa) of Manistique; Terry (Carrie) Utter of Clinton Twp; Steve (Tracey) Utter,
St.Ignace; also enjoyed a relationship with Betty\'y family; Bruce and Hope
Schlehuber, Moran; Vicky and Steve Sayles. Moran; Kathy and Terry Stokes,
Moran; Denise and Andy Schlehuber-Tiernan, Munising; also children of
Evelyn Savard Utter; Lynne and Mike Clark,Rapid River; Debbie and Farald
Guilbeau, Moselle,MS; Larry McCall. Also grandchildren, number ing 19 and



great grandchildren numbering 17. He was preceeded in death by his wife
Ethel Beaudoin Utter in 1963; his wife Evelyn Savard Utter in 1986; a son,
Robert in 1965; and a step son Mike Mccall in 1992, and a granddaughter,
Tammy Schlehuber. 

 

Friends may call at the St.Ignatius Catholic Church on Wednesday from 10
am to 12 noon when a Mass of Christian burial will take place with Fr. Pawel
Mecwel officiating. Burial will be in Immaculate Conception Cemetery, Moran. 

 

Memorials may be directed to the Church, or St.Ignace Schools with
envelopes available from Dodson Funeral Home who assisted with
arragements.
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Mary Rhoades - August 27, 2011 at 09:22 AM

What a great man. Merle knew how to live and did it so well. When
the noon whistle blew, it was time to run to the big swing so he
could push me when he came home for lunch!

Jim McGann - August 15, 2011 at 02:58 PM

Dear Jim, 
 My sympaty to you on the loss of your father. It sounds like he led a

long and full life - for which you can be greatful. Regardless, I know
that it is very difficult to loose a loved on and for that I send my
deepest regrets. My thoughts are with you at this difficult time. 

 Jim McGann



CF

Coleen Buys for the Lakeside Church Family - August 09, 2011 at 05:52 AM

Dear Ruthie and Jim, 
 Please know that your church family is praying for you and your

extended family during this time of your father's passing. May God
give you His peace and comfort that passes all understanding.


