
Fred Anthony Stephen
Toensing
January 11, 1956 - April 15, 2025

Fred Anthony Stephen Toensing of Barbeau, Michigan, joined the angels in
heaven with his harmonica in hand on April 15, 2025, under the tender care of
his family and staff at the White-Wiles Home in Rudyard, Michigan. He was
born on January 11, 1956, in Toledo, Ohio, to Marvin and Theresa (Black)
Toensing. 

Fred attended Good Shepherd School and Cardinal Stritch Catholic High
School in Toledo. He played several sports, but his passion was wrestling
where he competed in the heavy weight division. He was a tenacious
competitor, and he helped Cardinal Stritch become a state power in 1973. In
2021 he was inducted into the Cardinal Stritch Catholic High School Hall of
Fame. 

He will be lovingly remembered as a fun-loving and friendly person who
accepted everyone, sincerely believing “it takes all kinds” to make the world
go ‘round. Fred enjoyed his young adult travels across the U.S. during the
peace, love, and rock-n-roll era and with the United States Army. He moved to
the U.P. with his young family because he envisioned a rural life for them,
which he supported with hard work at any job he could find until becoming a
high-pressure boiler operator for the State of Michigan. Fred retired from the
State of Michigan in 2015. 



In 2007, he married his sweetheart Connie and together they enjoyed over
seventeen wonderful years of adventure as they traveled, played endless
amounts of pool, and finally made Fred’s dream of watching his Green Bay
Packers at Lambeau Field come true. 

 

He was a lifelong music lover who took great joy in playing the harmonica. He
was known for joining a jam session or jumping on stage anytime he could or
just sitting on a stump out in the woods, playing for himself and the critters.
Fred was a prolific pool player who would joke that he learned his shooting
skills in his “misspent youth.” 

 

Fred is survived by his wife, Connie; children, Julie (Dan) Wallis and Tyler
(Jenna) Toensing; stepchildren, David (Dana) Bonnee and Dan (Angie)
Bonnee; grandchildren, Mason, Hudson, Gavin, Eddie, Kaelynn, and Wyatt;
siblings, Dewitt Toensing, Theresa Gerke, Grace Toensing; chosen brother,
Jerry Strauser; and a 70-pound lap dog, Cornwallis Shinndiggitty Divot, Fred’s
faithful companion of the past 11 years. 

 

Fred was predeceased by his parents, Marvin and Theresa; and brother,
Elmer Toensing. 

 

A Celebration of Life will be held Friday, May 9, 2025, 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM at
Bruce Township Hall, 3156 E. 12 Mile Rd Dafter, Michigan. Bring your
instruments for the open mic/jam session. 

Those who wish to contribute to Fred’s memory are encouraged to consider
Hospice of the EUP, 308 W. 12th Ave. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783. 

 

Family Life Funeral Homes Pickford assisted the family with arrangements.
Condolences may be left to the family at www.familylifefh.com. 



Obituary as submitted by family



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAY 9. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Bruce Township Hall
3156 E. 12 Mile Road,
Dafter, MI 49724
https://www.brucetownship.net/

https://www.brucetownship.net/
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April 20, 2025 at 06:16 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Fred Anthony Stephen Toensing.

April 20, 2025 at 06:16 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Fred Anthony Stephen Toensing.

Jim Heuring - April 20, 2025 at 09:40 AM

Rest in Peace my Friend. A life long friend that started with 12 years
of school together. So many good memories. I remember in grade
school when we played basketball together at a game at
Westminster gym, Fred got a pass and was so excited to make a
last second basket, he threw the ball so hard it broke the
backboard.

David Gilbert - April 19, 2025 at 06:43 PM

I worked with Fred At Woolworth from 1988-1992 and he was
always a good guy to have a talk with. He always had something
funny to say.

https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Cindy Hymore Smith - April 18, 2025 at 05:44 PM

Shine bright Fred, play beautiful music my friend.


