Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson
May 14, 1932 - October 23, 2021

Heaven gained a bright angel on Saturday, October 23rd, 2021. Lonia Mae
Rambo Brisson was born on May 14, 1932 in Park Rapids, Minnesota, and
raised in San Diego, California, where she attended Our Lady of Peace
Academy for 12 years. She made many lifelong friends and returned to San
Diego for reunions into her eighties. She met the true love of her life, Jim
Rambo, while he was serving in the Navy and was stationed in San Diego.
They met at the neighborhood drug store, their favorite hangout. Jim proposed
to Lonia at her Senior prom and they were married November 5, 1950.

While in San Diego, Lonia gave birth to twin girls, Roxanne and Maryanne
(Maryanne did not survive birth). Paul was born fourteen months later. Soon
after, Jim was transferred to Jacksonville, Florida, where Diane was born.
After 10 years of Naval life, Lonia and Jim decided to move back to Lansing,
Michigan, where Jim joined the Michigan State Police and where Greg was
soon born. Jim's career kept them moving from Lansing to Bay City (4yrs) to
Houghton Lake (4yrs) and then to Sault Ste. Marie in 1966. All while giving
birth to Tom, Dan, and Jason along the way. After Jim died in 1983, Lonia
went on to pursue her love of traveling and following her children in their
sporting endeavors. She traveled to Spain, Hawaii, and on numerous cruises.
Lonia won trips and prizes when she appeared on Wheel of Fortune. She also
appeared on the Price is Right, but did not make it on to the stage.

In 1995, she met and married Clem Brisson. She enjoyed her life traveling
back and forth from Sault Ste. Marie to Apache Junction, Arizona, in their



motorhome. After 15 years of marriage, Lonia again became a widow. The
rest of her years were spent enjoying her family.

She was an active member of St. Joseph's Catholic Church, long standing
member of the War Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, a knighted member of the
madrigal dinner for Hospice, a volunteer for the Jerry Lewis Telethon, a
member of the Gazelles of the Elks, and a member of the Sault High Booster
Club. She loved playing bridge in numerous bridge clubs, both in the Sault
and Apache Junction.

Lonia is survived by 7 children: Roxanne Harris (Daniel), Paul Rambo (Joan),
Diane Ebner (Allen), Greg Rambo (Susie), Tom Rambo (Jill), Dan Rambo
(Rachel) and Jason Rambo (Marci). She is also survived by 24 grandchildren,
33 great-grandchildren, 1 great-great-grandchild, and many beloved nieces
and nephews.

She is predeceased by both husbands (Jim and Clem), her mother and father
(John and Loni), three brothers (Jackie, Thomas, and Ronnie) and two sisters
(Julie and Peggy). Visitation for Lonia will be Wednesday October 27, 2021
from 6:00pm until 8:00pm at St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 1101 Minneapolis
St Sault Ste. Marie, MI. Mass of Christian burial will be Thursday October 28,
2021 at St. Joseph's Catholic Church at 11:00am with Father Romeo Cappella
officiating. Lonia's final resting place will be at Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens
in Lansing, Michigan, with her beloved Jim.

Memorial contributions can be made in Lonia's honor to Hospice of the EUP,
308 W. 12th Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 49783. Clark Hovie Galer Funeral
Home assisted the family with arrangements.



Previous Events
Visitation
OCT 27. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM.
St. Joseph's Catholic Church
Mass of Christian Burial

OCT 28. 11:00 AM.

St. Joseph's Catholic Church



Tribute Wall

Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson

October 05, 2023 at 09:54 AM

Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson

October 02, 2023 at 10:14 PM

Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson

September 01, 2022 at 07:49 PM

To all the Rambo family,

| just found out about Lonia’s passing. My heart is heavy with
sadness, but | know she is with your dad and God. My Jim & your
dad trooped out of the Sault together. | will never forget my first
introduction to your mom. She greeted me with the biggest smile
and warmest hug and | knew she would always be a special friend.
When my Jim passed, she came all the way to Traverse City for his
funeral and it meant so much to me. | would have been there for
hers, had | known. She will be in my prayers and so will all of you,
as you learn to live without her presence but with her spirit. God
bless all of you.

Connie Wood

Connie Wood - November 13, 2021 at 02:02 PM



Love, Carrie and Justin Stefano purchased the In
Memory - Angel Figurine, 8.25 in for the family of
Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson.

Love, Carrie and Justin Stefano - October 30, 2021 at 04:32
PM

Christa Stefano lit a candle in memory of
Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson

Christa Stefano - October 27, 2021 at 10:52 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson.

October 27, 2021 at 09:52 PM

Jim Menard lit a candle in memory of Lonia
Mae Rambo-Brisson

Jim Menard - October 27, 2021 at 06:06 PM
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https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4381&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of
Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson.

October 27, 2021 at 02:24 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson.

October 27, 2021 at 11:52 AM

John Fitzpatrick purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson.

John Fitzpatrick - October 27, 2021 at 11:51 AM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson.

October 26, 2021 at 11:26 AM
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https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson.

October 25, 2021 at 11:16 PM

Anne Papineau lit a candle in memory of !
Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson

Anne Papineau - October 25, 2021 at 10:23 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Lonia Mae Rambo-Brisson.

October 25, 2021 at 11:59 AM
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