Margaret D. Sweeney
February 7, 1927 - January 24, 2024

Margaret D. (Miller) Sweeney, passed away peacefully at her home
surrounded by family on January 24, 2024.

Margaret (Marge) was born February 7, 1927, in Fowler, Michigan, to Joseph
and Mary Miller. As one of 12 children, she grew up on a farm where she
learned to work hard and enjoyed caring for the horses and climbing trees.
She was instilled with a love and appreciation for family and a strong
dedication to her Catholic faith. Margaret was a long-time member of Saint
Ignatius Loyola Church in St. Ignace.

She and three of her sisters lived together in Battle Creek, Michigan, working
at Rich Manufacturing and as a waitress in a diner. In September of 1950,
while she was working at the diner, Marge met the love of her life, James
(Jim) Sweeney. The two quickly fell in love and on December 30, 1950, they
were married at St. Philip Catholic Church in Battle Creek, Michigan.

In 1954 Jim and Marge moved to St. Ignace, MI, where Jim worked as an Iron
Worker on the construction of the Mackinac Bridge. After the completion of the
Bridge, St Ignace is where they decided to build their life. They built their
home, which Marge designed, and the house was completed in 1961. The
family remained in St. Ignace until 1965 when they moved to St. Johns to be
closer to Jim’s work. However, they kept their home and after Jim’s retirement,



they again became residents of St. Ignace, and enjoyed their winters in St.
Petersburg, Florida.

Marge was a caring, loving, and dedicated wife and mother to six children.
She was a talented baker and cook. Her apple and blueberry pies were well
known in St. Ignace and widely considered the best. She often had one or two
pies fresh from the oven to welcome visitors. In cooking, her favorite
ingredients were butter, mayonnaise, half & half, and salt, which resulted in
delicious, popular, and hard to replicate dishes. Ironically, her family attributes
this to her long and healthy life.

Marge was an avid walker. She was often known as “the nice lady who walked
everywhere.” She walked to Church every day for service and was determined
to walk up “convent hill” without losing her breath. She also challenged herself
by regularly climbing the stairs at the Straits State Park, Castle Rock, and the
Lilac Run/Walk on Mackinac Island. In celebration of her 90th birthday, Marge
left her youngest son in the dust as she twice climbed the stairs of a 16-story
high-rise in St. Petersburg, FL. Marge also walked the Mackinac Bridge
regularly on Labor Day through the age of 90.

In 2010, at the age of 83, Marge became one of the lucky people who had the
honor of climbing to the top of the south tower of the Mackinac Bridge.

Marge had a love for lilacs, peonies, sweet peas, and rhubarb and would often
gather clippings along her walks.

Marge was preceded in death by James (Jim), her loving husband of nearly
59 years, sisters, Anne, Kay, Rose, and Josephine, brothers, Bob, Mike,

Frank, and Ed, and grandson, David Sweeney.

Marge is survived by her children: Dennis (Cynthia) Sweeney of St.



Petersburg, FL, James Sweeney Jr. of Eaton Rapids, MI, Timothy (Shari)
Sweeney of Mason, MI, Tama (Tom) Snider of Traverse City, MI, Mick (Kate)
Sweeney of St. Petersburg, FL, Gina (Chuck) Seibold of Parrish, FL, 7
grandchildren: Jesse (Elizabeth) Sweeney, Erin (Dave) Vanier, Caitlin (Joe)
Barshaw, Mitchell (Lena) Sweeney, Sara (Christian) Zavala, Anais (Johnny)
Quinnan; 12 great-grandchildren; sister Helen Spitzley, brothers: Bill (Jackie)
Miller, David (Sherry) Miller, and sister-in-law Mona Brandou.

A visitation will be held on Saturday February 3, 2024, from 11:00 to 12:00
followed by a Mass for the intentions of Jim and Marge at St. Ignatius Loyola
Catholic Church in St. Ignace, MI.

A memorial service will be held at a later date in Battle Creek, MI at St. Philip
Catholic Church.

Marge will be interned with her husband at Ft. Custer National Cemetery in
Augusta, MI.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to McLaren Hospice of Cheboygan,
St. Ignatius Loyola Catholic Church, 31 Spring St, St. Ignace, Ml 49781, or the
St. Ignace Food Pantry, P.O. Box 170, St. Ignace, M| 49781.

Special thanks go to the wonderful nurses and aides of McLaren Hospice of
Cheboygan: Tina, Laura, Karen, Brooke, Shana, Carrie, and Bobbie.

Family Life Funeral Home assisted the family with arrangements.
Condolences may be left to the family at www.galerfuneralhomes.com.

As submitted by Family



Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 3. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

St. Ignatius Loyola Catholic Church
120 Church
St. Ignace, M| 49781

Memorial Mass

FEB 3. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

St. Ignatius Loyola Catholic Church
120 Church
St. Ignace, MI 49781



Tribute Wall

Mom taught us a lot about how kindness goes a long way. Yes, she
was very kind, compassionate, generous, modest, strong in her
faith, and very encouraging and unconditionally loving of her
husband and children. Mom & Dad together set a great example of
what a true loving relationship is.

We are fortunate to have been touched by your love.

Mick - February 01, 2024 at 09:38 AM

thing in our life is losing our Mom. Your Mom touched so many
people in a kind and loving way, § She treated me like | was one of
her own and my Moms best friend, she will be missed dearly but
never forgotten § {P Mick the pain never goes away but it will get
better in time. Are you going to be at the service in St Ignace? We
plan on going of the weather is good. You and Kate be safe we are
thinking of you...Russ

Search instead for Hi Mick, The hardest thing in our life is losing our
Mom. Your Mom touched so many people in a kind and loving way,
@ She treated me like | was one of her own and my Moms best
friend, she will be missed dearly but never forgotten § {9 Mick the
pain never goes away but it will get better in time. Are you going to
be at the service in St Ignase? We plan on going of the weather is
good. You and Kate be safe we are

Russ Kramer - January 30, 2024 at 09:23 AM



I'm going to miss our talks every week . Sometimes every other
week. Im not sure what I'll do. I'm going to miss you so much. Enjoy
your talks with Jo. God got a special & in you. Rest peace Aunt
Marge.

My grandchildren had a wonderful time up there with you. Riellee
loved talking with her.

Diane Kramer - January 26, 2024 at 07:06 PM



