
Michele "Shelly" Marie
McLean
July 8, 1970 - January 22, 2026

It is with great sorrow the family of Shelly Mclean announces her passing.
Michele “Shelly” Marie McLean passed Thursday, January 22, 2026, at her
home on Mackinac Island. She was born July 8, 1970, in St. Ignace to Earl W.
Mclean and Beverly “Bev” J. (Brown) McLean. 

Shelly spent her childhood in St Ignace and moved to Mackinac Island at age
12 following her mother’s passing. She attended and graduated from
Mackinac Island Public Schools then went on to Northwestern Michigan
College in Traverse City where she studied architecture. She built several
pieces of furniture in her time there, some of which are still treasured and in
use to this day. In 1988 Shelly was crowned Mackinac Island Lilac Queen; it
was a great honor for her, as her mother Bev was also Lilac Queen in 1962. 

Shelly was a strong, caring woman who had a big contagious laugh and an
even bigger heart. She was an animal lover, with dogs and horses holding a
special place in her heart. We are sure her many animal friends that have
passed before her are happy to see her again. 

Shelly was truly happiest when she was helping others, such as volunteering
at community events, or pet and house sitting for friends and family. She
especially enjoyed helping decorate for Christmas with close friends on the
famous Chambers corner. Shelly was an accomplished horsewoman and



spent much of her life sharing her love of Mackinac with others by driving tour
carriages and guiding horseback rides. She was also a highly respected
stable manager for many years. She also worked as a custodian at her alma
mater Mackinac Island Public School and enjoyed helping the kids and staff
members while keeping the school in order. During springtime, Shelly enjoyed
working as a gardener in helping wake up the Island’s gardens. Shelly also
enjoyed sharing her excitement for the Triple Crown horse races, which she
loved to watch with friends. 

Shelly made friends easily and had friends near and far. Friends could count
on her for whatever they needed help with whether a project, advice on a
problem, or just a listening ear, whatever it may be, Shelly always had her
loved ones’ backs. Shelly was a loving mother, aunt, sister, and niece, and her
friends were like family to her. 

She was very proud of her son Mason for continuing his education at
Michigan State University James Madison College in East Lansing, Michigan. 

Shelly is survived by her son Mason Michael McLean, and life partner John
Kissane of Mackinac Island; brother Jack McLean of St Ignace; aunts Jodi
(Dale) Gough of Pickford, Michigan and Bobbie Lee of Hessel Michigan ;
uncles Clinton ( Jessica ) McLean of Rogers City, Michigan, Randy ( Sheryl )
McLean of St Ignace Michigan, Calvin ( Cubby ) McLean of St. Ignace
Michigan; nieces Christina (Vincent) Gray of Mackinac Island and Catelyn
McLean of St. Ignace Michigan; nephews Tyler (Adrienne) McLean of Hessel
Michigan, Travis (Rebecca) McLean of Harbor Springs Michigan, and Trevor
(Sheridan) McLean of Pickford Michigan; as well as several close friends and
her beloved dogs Willow and Aspen. 

She was predeceased by her parents Earl and Bev McLean, grandparents
Jack and June Brown, and brothers Gary McLean and Rob McLean. 



Shelly’s family will be having a celebration of life ceremony on Mackinac
Island at a later date. 

 

Family Life Funeral Homes – St. Ignace assisted the family with
arrangements. Condolences may be given to the family at www.familylifefh.co
m. 

 

Obituary as submitted by family.
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Brenda Ebersole-Shufelt - March 03 at 11:02 AM

My daughters and I would come up to Mackinac during the summer
and became fiends wit Shelly because we all loved to ride. The girls
would hang out at the stables particularly on rainy days. 
Occasionally I would go down State and would Have Shelly baby sit
for me. My daughters loved when I left because Shelly would be
there. I do not know what kind of fun they had but they were
disappointed when I returned. The neighbors in the condo unit
never complained. 
 
We also had lots of fun with Shelly Little Jodi and Sheri when we
came to the Island between Christmas and New Year. We would sit
around the Table at night and play games. It was Shelly who taught
us how to play spoons, our favorite game. 
The Girls and I will miss seeing you Shelly but we are lucky you
were a part of or lives.and memories of our Mackinac Island Days. 

Brenda, Cara, Lani

Reinette Murray - February 27 at 10:37 AM

Reinette Murray lit a candle in memory of
Michele "Shelly" Marie McLean



EG

BH

LR

Eileen Gibson - February 26 at 08:46 PM

I grew up with Shelly we had lots of good
times, in school, traveling and playing sports
together. You will be forever missed! Rest in
peace my friend!

Bonnie Hewer - February 26 at 06:29 PM

Bonnie Hewer lit a candle in memory of
Michele "Shelly" Marie McLean

Laurie Raiger - February 26 at 05:21 PM

One of my favorite memories of Shelly when she had taken me over
the ice bridge …. My 1st time ever going over on it!!! ( I will never
forget it)


