
Nathaniel "Tanny" Raymond
Armstrong
August 15, 1933 - July 1, 2021

Nathaniel “Tanny” Raymond Armstrong, age 87, of Barbeau, Michigan, died
July 1, 2021, at EUP Hospice House in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. He was
born August 15, 1933, to Whitford Dyer Armstrong and Verna Elizabeth
(Smith) Armstrong at the home of his mother’s sister, Cora and Bill Stirling, on
Hursley Street in Sault Ste. Marie (to save money). 

 

Tanny grew up in the Barbeau area and graduated from Pickford High School
with the Class of 1950 where he was named “Class Optimist”. He served in
the U.S. Army and was stationed in Germany from 1955-1957. Upon
discharge, he returned to Barbeau to work on the family farm while also
working nights helping to construct the Poe Lock in Sault Ste. Marie. In the
early 1970s, Tanny and his brother Don constructed their first drainable pond.
Over the years they went on to build many more ponds ranging in size from 1
to 230 acres where they raised millions of fingerling walleye, which were then
transplanted into the waters of Northern Michigan and the Eastern Upper
Peninsula. Walleye production continues to grow and change today under the
management of Tanny’s nephew, Forbes and grandniece, Andrea. The farm is
also a first stop to many Mackinac Island horses each fall where they graze
the pastureland before being moved to their winter home. 

 

Tanny and Raeona Atkins grew up just down the road from each other in the
small town of Barbeau. He was a bachelor until almost age 70, when, after a



twenty-year courtship, he married Raeona on April 27, 2003. 
 

Tanny was a member of the Donaldson Presbyterian Church. He was a quiet
and generous man, serving as an elder and singing in the choir, while also
leading the youth group and teaching Sunday School for 40 years. He enjoyed
Wednesday morning coffee fellowship with the men of the community. Tanny
was a Mason and a member of the Farm Bureau. 

Tanny looked forward to his annual fall trips to South Dakota and Wyoming
with friends and family where they hunted pheasant and elk. He especially
enjoyed music and was a talented guitar, mandolin, fiddle, and banjo player.
As one of the early members of the Pickford Pickers, he spent many Saturday
afternoons singing and playing music for those in the community. 

 

Tanny is survived by his wife, Raeona (Atkins) Armstrong; his stepchildren,
Kristin (Mark) Taylor, Daniel (Christie Orschell) Ball, Jennifer (Mike) Kennedy,
Jan (John) Fehner, and Jeffrey (Patricia Voice) Huyck; grandchildren, Erik
(Krystal) Taylor, Amy (Rob) Shields, Adam (Alyson) Taylor, Alexander
Kennedy, Craig Fireck, Chad (Amy) Fireck, Paige (Alex Poppema) Fehner,
and Xia-Tian Huyck; and great grandchildren, Kylee, Benjamin, Ayden, and
Kamdyn. Tanny is also survived by his sister, Audrey (John) McDonald; and
was affectionately known as Uncle Tanny to Forbes (Karen Stelmaszek)
McDonald, Mark (Dinny Falkenburg) McDonald, Alison (Matthew) Lamb, Carol
Ramaswamy, Laura (Michael) Borsa, David Borsa, and Phillip Borsa; grand
nieces and nephews, Andrea (Rich Crane) McDonald, Paulette Sporte, Julie
(Eric) Rye, Lindsay (Micah) Brindley, Meredith (Gene) Korn, Matthew (Erin)
Lamb, Ravi (Maru) Ramaswamy, Rachel Ramaswamy, Rebecca
Ramaswamy, Robert (Anna) Ramaswamy; and great grand nieces and
nephews, Colten, Regan, Avery, Jack, Isaac, Hannah, Christian, Samuel,
Lucy, William, Adriana, Harlan, Montgomery, and Amalia. 

 



Tanny was preceded in death by his brother, Don Armstrong; sister, Jean
Borsa; brother-in-law, Rocco Borsa; nephew, Steve Borsa; and niece, Lydia
McDonald. 

 

Special thanks to Katie Clark, Kim Smith as well as the caring staff of the EUP
Hospice House. 

 

Services will be held Wednesday, July 14, at Galer Funeral Homes &
Cremation, 24549 S. M 129, in Pickford, Michigan. There will be Gathering
Time from 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM followed by a Memorial Service at 1:00 PM.

Inurnment will be in Donaldson Cemetery in Bruce Township, Michigan. 
 

Memorial contributions may be made to EUP Hospice House, 308 W. 12th
Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 and/or Donaldson Presbyterian Church,
13036 S. M 129, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783.



Cemetery Details

Donaldson Cemetery

12998 S M 129
Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783

Previous Events

Gathering

JUL 14. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Family Life Funeral Homes - Pickford
24549 S. M-129
Pickford, MI 49774

Memorial Service

JUL 14. 1:00 PM (ET)

Family Life Funeral Homes - Pickford
24549 S. M-129
Pickford, MI 49774
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October 05, 2023 at 09:54 AM

Nathaniel "Tanny" Raymond Armstrong

October 02, 2023 at 10:14 PM

Nathaniel "Tanny" Raymond Armstrong

September 01, 2022 at 07:49 PM

Nathaniel "Tanny" Raymond Armstrong

Carol Brotherton Little - July 13, 2021 at 09:29 PM

My oldest son is named after him. I was a nanny for Lydia and
Forbes when the girls were very young. When I met Tanny I was
impressed with how kind he was. I told him that I loved his name
and if I ever had a son he would have the same name. He is now 35
years old and loves his name. So sorry to hear of the loss of a great
man, but I'm sure you have many great memories. I think of the
girls, Andrea, Paulette and Julie. GOD BLESS YOU ALL.

Joyce Henderson - July 10, 2021 at 09:07 AM

Joyce Henderson lit a candle in memory of
Nathaniel "Tanny" Raymond Armstrong
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July 08, 2021 at 08:37 PM

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family
of Nathaniel "Tanny" Raymond Armstrong.

July 07, 2021 at 12:10 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Nathaniel "Tanny" Raymond
Armstrong.

July 05, 2021 at 02:15 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Nathaniel "Tanny" Raymond Armstrong.

https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

