
Robert "Bob" E. McKay
July 7, 1946 - December 20, 2025

Robert "Bob" McKay passed away on Saturday, December 20, 2025, in
Gaylord, Michigan, surrounded by his family. He was born on July 7, 1946, in
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, to John and Tarcil (Desormeau) McKay. 

 

Bob spent most of his life on Sugar Island, a place he deeply loved. He grew
up on Kimball Street, where there was never a dull moment. It was there that
he met his lifelong best friend, Darrell Belleau, with whom he shared countless
adventures as children and later as adults on Sugar Island, creating memories
that lasted a lifetime. 

 

Bob was a painter by trade, but to those who knew him, his greatest work was
the lifetime of memories he created. When Bob wasn’t holding a paintbrush,
he was sharing his time, laughter, and affection with others. Above all else, he
was a devoted father, grandfather, uncle, son, and a loyal friend to anyone
willing to listen. To know Bob was to know someone who truly loved life.
Painting was both Bob’s career and his passion. Through McKay Painting, he
built lasting relationships with his clients and took pride in the work he did
alongside his employees. Bob continued painting for as long as he was able,
grateful for the people and opportunities that came with his trade. 

 

Bob found joy in many of life’s simple pleasures. He loved Sugar Island, his
1993 Chevrolet station wagon, socializing and telling stories, watching the



deer that visited his yard, listening to his scanner, and watching Western
movies. Most of all, Bob cherished his friends and family. 

 

Bob is survived by his daughter, Amy (Brian) Azevedo of Sugar Island; son-in-
law, Willard Nolan of Sault Ste. Marie; grandchildren, Amber (Josh) Horner of
Sugar Island, Nicholas (Hannah) Nolan of Sault Ste. Marie, Jared (Becca)
Azevedo of Kenmore, Washington, and Jaelyn Azevedo of Kent, Ohio; great-
grandchildren, Nolan and Junah Horner; sister, Linda (Mike) Doyle of Cave
Creek, Arizona; brother, Jim (Brenda) McKay of Lapeer, Michigan; and sister-
in-law, Nancy McKay of Sault Ste. Marie. 

 

Bob was preceded in death by his beloved daughter, Lisa Nolan; his parents,
John McKay and Tarcil McKay Gervais; his stepfather, Roger Gervais; his
brothers, John “Jack” McKay and Ronald McKay; his sister, Shauna Britz; and
his special nephew, John S. McKay. 

 

A memorial celebration of Bob’s life will be held on Saturday, January 10,
2026, at 1:00 p.m. at the American Legion Post #3, 3 Legion Drive, Sault Ste.
Marie, Michigan. All are welcome to come and celebrate Bob. 

 

Family Life Funeral Homes – Sault Ste. Marie assisted the family with
arrangements. Condolences may be given to the family at www.familylifefh.co
m.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

JAN 10. 1:00 PM (ET)

American Legion Post 3
3 Legion Dr.
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
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Casey Doyle, Christopher Doyle - January 09 at 01:29 PM

Casey Doyle, Christopher Doyle purchased the S
imply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Robert "Bob" E. McKay.

Casey Doyle, Christopher Doyle - January 09 at 01:29 PM

Casey Doyle, Christopher Doyle planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Robert "Bob" E. McKay.

Ronald Miller - December 22, 2025 at 09:30 PM

Bob was a guy. That would give his shirt off his back. Help you
anyway he could. We had a lot laughs together. You will definitely
be missed sir!!!

Noreen Van Hautte - December 22, 2025 at 09:25 PM

Amy, I send my condolences to you and your family, you Father was
a very special man, like said so friendly and always talk and have a
good laugh, may he rest in peace, my prayers are with you and your
family  Noreen Van Hautte

https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.familylifefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Michael Gillhooley - December 23, 2025 at 07:44 AM

In time of need Bob looked for ways to help. We all remember the
Great Flood on Sugar. Bob came to Our Families rescue helping Us all
cross McFarland Creek . We went across using a long extension ladder
, ropes and life jackets, supplied by Bob. We won’t forget the care He
showed and time He gave to help The Gillhooley Family 


