
Sharon Denise Sheppard
February 24, 1936 - January 20, 2024

Sharon Denise Sheppard, a loving daughter, wife, and mother, went home to
her Lord and Savior on January 20, 2024. She was born on February 24,
1936, in Sault Ste. Marie, MI to Gordon and Shirley (Eckardt) Riordan. She
was their only child for ten years before her brother, Jeff, came along, and a
few years later, her sister, Crisann; Sharon did a lot of babysitting in her time! 

 

Sharon went to Sault Area High School and graduated with the Class of 1954.
During her years there she played the French horn with the Soo High Band
and Orchestra, as well as sang in the choir. Sharon loved music. She had
many classmates who were and continued through her lifetime as special
friends. 

 After high school, she went on to marry Robert Brock and moved to Illinois
where they started their family. They had six children together, their firstborn
son, Gregory, stillborn, and five daughters whom Sharon moved back to Sault
Ste. Marie with to raise on her own. 

 

Sharon, now a single mom with five girls, soon became a working mom with
the help of her parents and friends. She began her employment at Sault Area
High School where she remained until her retirement, 29 years later.  During
this time, she had many different titles. When she ran into her students after
they left high school, she always knew what year they graduated based on
what they called her. When she was called, "Mrs. Brock", she was working



with school detention. She chased the kids out of Chet's pool hall and out of
Minneapolis Woods, telling them to get back to class. When students began
calling her, "Mrs. Sheppard" she had transitioned to her favorite job, the
Athletic Department secretary. She had built a very special bond with all of the
coaches. Every week, the coaches would surround her desk waiting for her
report on who was, and who was not, eligible to play based on their grades.
Sharon always kept a candy dish on her desk which was enjoyed by the
coaches and students. 

 

During the early years of her return to the Soo, Sharon joined a bowling
league. This is where she reconnected with a classmate who had sat behind
her in homeroom for four years. This classmate, now a man, became the love
of her life, Lorne Sheppard. Sharon with her five daughters, and Lorne with his
son and daughter, started their life together. Sharon and Lorne were married
on November 6, 1971. They moved to "the farm", where Lorne was born and
raised, to now raise their family of seven. It was a working farm where many
animals, and many children, ran around. The family home is still standing,
even after raising seven children with only one bathroom. 

 

Sharon and Lorne enjoyed many activities together. They continued with their
bowling league. They were original members of the I-500 pit crew. This led to
many long, cold nights at the racetrack that brought them joy. Even though
they were busy with their seven children, Sharon and Lorne still found time to
volunteer. They always enjoyed that, helping others. They also cherished their
date nights, which happened weekly and continued throughout their marriage.
In the later years, they never stayed out past 9:00 PM because as Sharon
always said, "Nothing good ever happens after 9:00 PM".  Sharon and Lorne
celebrated 50 years of marriage right before his passing in 2022. 

 

Sharon was not only fortunate to have Lorne in her life for over 50 years, but
she also had her best friend of over 50 years, Dottie Kellerman. Sharon and



Dottie became fast friends when Pete (Kellerman) was stationed in the Coast
Guard.  This friendship was unbreakable with Sharon and Dottie supporting
one another with all of life's highs and lows; from raising children, welcoming
grandchildren, and losing loved ones.  Sharon treasured Dottie, the constant
in her life which remained this way until the day Sharon died. 

 Sharon had a love of water. She took every opportunity to be near it, or in it,
and this always made her so happy. Sharon enjoyed camping and her
involvement with 4-H. She looked forward to the week spent camping at the
Kinross Fair and enjoyed this for many years. 

 

Sharon was devoted to her Lord and her church throughout her life. She was
a member of the First United Presbyterian Church where she joined the choir,
singing with them for over 30 years. She sat on various committees within her
church and was active with the Christmas Bazaar. Sharon knew she was the
lucky one when she was able to join the Circle 3 group. This group of women
became wonderful and loving friends of Sharon's. 

 

She is preceded in death by her parents, Gordon and Shirley Riordan; her
husband of 50 years, Lorne Sheppard; her son, Gregory Brock; her grandson,
Brian Cleary; her in-laws, Percy and Eleanor Sheppard; her brothers-in-law,
Burt Jones and William Johnson; and her sister-in-law, Marge Johnson. 

 Sharon leaves behind her children, Tammey Brock, Karen Brock (Scott
Wallace), Judy McCoy, Brenda (Rick) Corbiere, Paul Sheppard, Lori Bogart,
Jennifer Lundstrom (Chris Henry), and her bonus daughter, Lynn (Tom)
Christensen; her brother, Jeff (Vicki) Riordan; and sister, Crisann Riordan; her
sisters-in-law, Sara Jones and Susan (Bob) Hovie. 

 

With a large family, Sharon was blessed with many grandchildren. She leaves
behind Nikki (Matt) Anderson, Amy McCoy, Robin (Eric) Clark, Gordon
(Sarah) Corbiere, Justin (Kristen) Corbiere, Aaron Corbiere (Hali McKelvie),



Samantha Sheppard, Tyler Sheppard, Tanner Sheppard, Trenton Sheppard,
Nathan Cleary, Tj Sabourin, Shawn Sabourin, Chelsea (Nick) Palazzi,
Matthew Sharrard, and Douglas Lundstrom.  Sharon had 30 great-
grandchildren and before she went to be with the Lord, she found out that #31
was on the way.  This does not include the many grandchildren that were not
related by blood but in Sharon's heart, they were hers.  She strived to have a
special relationship with them all. 

 Sharon's family was her greatest joy. She was the most loving and giving
person. If you knew her, you were blessed. 

 

A No-Mourning-Wear celebration will occur on Sharon's birthday - Saturday,
February 24th at the First United Presbyterian Church in Sault Ste. Marie,
visitation will be held for friends beginning at 11:00 AM.  The Funeral Service
will begin at 12:00 Noon officiated by Rev. Mark Gabbard. The family invites
you to join them for a birthday meal that will be served immediately following
the service in the lower level of the church. 

 

Memorial contributions can be made to the First United Presbyterian Church.



Previous Events

celebration of life

FEB 24. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

First United Presbyterian Church
555 Bingham Avenue
Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783

Funeral Service

FEB 24. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

First United Presbyterian Church
555 Bingham Avenue
Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783
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Deanna F. - February 21, 2024 at 01:37 PM

Deanna F. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Sharon Denise
Sheppard.

Teri McLeod-O'Reilly - January 31, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Beautiful - the actual story of her life,
condensed for her obituary. She will be
missed. 
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Barbara Bolden - February 14, 2024 at 10:07 AM

What an Inspiring life story! I’m glad Sharon’s daughter brought her to
our beach to enjoy beautiful stones together. Jennifer has become like
another daughter in our large family. Condolences to the whole family
and community

Karen wisner - January 30, 2024 at 12:00 AM

My prayers for comfort and blessings for each and every family
member. 
I just want to share one of the best mental pictures that comes to
mind when I remember cousin Sharon. I picture her and my dad,
her uncle Don (Eckardt) dancing their best jitter bug together on
whatever dance floor was handy. 
They were the best dancers in the family IMO.
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Tracy K Oakley - January 28, 2024 at 12:00 AM

What a beautiful tribute She was a wonderful
woman.

Barbara Parker - January 27, 2024 at 12:00 AM

You are safe in the arms of the love of your
life. Rest Easy beauty. Love you

Anne Suggitt - January 27, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Our condolences to the entire Sheppard
family. Your mom always had a smile, and
was the kindest and most caring. She will be
greatly missed.

Jojon Tamir - January 27, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Sharon was the sweetest little lady - so proud
and full of love for her family - she was
blessed with a long and beautiful life - she will
be greatly missed.
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Patti Osterhout - January 27, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Tammy and family - I am so sorry to hear of Sharon's passing. She
was a wonderful lady. I remember her during our days in Sault High.
She will be missed by all who were lucky to know her. My
condolences to the family and her friends.


