
Thomas Lehman
May 16, 1950 - May 24, 2021

Thomas Christian Lehman passed away unexpectedly at his home in Sault
Ste Marie, Michigan on Monday, May 24, 2021. Tom was born on May 16,
1950 in Long Island, New York to Dr. Robert J. and Ruth (Severns) Lehman.
Tom was preceded in death by his wife of 47 years, Debra Halling Lehman.
He is survived by his three children and their spouses: Chris (Anne), Amanda
(Paul), and Betsy (Kedzie), his grandchildren Julie, Emma, Sidney, and
Dexter, as well as his dear adventure partner, Lori Anderson. 

 

Tom moved to Louisville, KY where he grew up in the Cherokee Park
neighborhood with his sisters, Jennifer, Rebecca, and Celeste. Like his father,
he achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. Tom graduated from Atherton High
School in 1968, and enrolled in Washington State University where he had
dreams of being a Park Ranger. There at WSU he met Debbie, his free-
spirited "pioneer girl".  With the Vietnam War still going, Tom switched to
studying Dentistry to stay in school, leading to a 40 year career in which he
would improve the lives of thousands of people with his skill and easy going
demeanor. 

 

Tom and Debbie moved several times throughout the country, having a child in
the 70s, 80s, and 90s along the way. They called Pullman, WA; Louisville, KY;
and Devil's Lake, ND home before finally settling in Sault Ste Marie. In a little
house on a dead-end dirt road 14 miles outside of this small town, they all



enjoyed a fairly idyllic country life among the Person and Lampton families,
holding great firework parties and tractor-pulls. Tom started his own dental
practice in Kinross, becoming a fixture in that community as well. The 14 mile
Road adventure would last for 11 years until they decided to be closer to town.

Tom never stopped learning. He was always reading a book, at least three
magazines, and the newspaper, while also listening to the radio and a
recorded college lecture at the same time - and taking notes on things that
came up to look into further later. He enjoyed keeping up with the latest
advances and literature in dentistry, and frequently took up new skills outside
of his career like playing the cello, square-foot gardening, and sailing. To
further this interest, he helped found the St Matthias Guild with Tom Marshall
and Tom Cox, and together with Joel Lake and many others, they would build
and restore canoes, kayaks, and boats. He also had the fancy title of
Commodore of their annual Regatta. Tom pursued his love of singing by
joining a Barbershop quartet, singing in both Sault Michigan and Sault Ontario
as the tenor in the quartet Four-in-Exchange. He also sang in the Northland
Chorus, in local musical theater, and even while filling his patients' cavities. 

 

Like his father, Tom was an avid traveler, having explored 7 countries in
addition to many states within the US. He appreciated the art, food, scenery,
and people everywhere he went. No one was a stranger, no matter how far
away he was from home - he easily struck up conversations with others from
the grocery store check-out line to airport baggage claims, and was always
genuinely interested in what people had to say. This approachable demeanor
and his interest in other people made him an "extra dad" to his children's
friends, and later, to their spouses. He made everyone feel important and
delighted in all of their successes. And within the Soo, there really were no
strangers as it seemed like he had done work on almost everyone in the
county; going to the store always involved stopping to chat with patients. Tom
cared so deeply for all of his patients' well-being, and it showed in the quality



of his work and service. He frequently made the 40 minute trip to his office to
take emergencies on his days off, and would call in prescriptions while on
vacation (and immediately follow up with patient phone messages first thing
after returning home from vacations.) Even after retirement, he kept his
license and was planning to do dental work at the prison. 

 

The last year and half was incredibly hard for Tom, with the sudden passing of
Debbie, followed by the stresses of the COVID pandemic and subsequent
retirement, and led to what could have been the hardest time of his life, but
was made brighter and easier by the wonderful friends who gave so much of
themselves. Despite the ongoing stresses, his final days were filled with
travel, friendship, visits with his children, and pride and joy in his
grandchildren. There was never a dull moment with Tom, and he was never
bored. 

 

A memorial gathering will be held from 2:00 until 4:00 PM on Sunday, June
20, 2021, at the Sherman Park pavilion in Sault Ste. Marie, MI. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the American Red Cross or Doctors Without
Borders.
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Linda Stoetzer - June 13, 2021 at 12:00 AM

My sympathies to all of you. Tom was such an
upbeat guy. Great sense of humor!  He will be
missed.

Dennis & Judy Babcock - June 07, 2021 at 12:00 AM

We were so sorry to hear of Tommy's passing. We only knew
Tommy as Becca and Jenni's little brother--always smiling and
never a pest. From reading his obituary, we can see that he grew up
to be a kind and interesting man. Jenni, Becca, and Celeste, you
were so very lucky to have him as a brother. 
With love, Dennis & Judy

Marvin Bowers - June 06, 2021 at 12:00 AM

Atherton, 1968. Farewell on the next adventure.



CB

AN

Cheryl Bernard - June 03, 2021 at 12:00 AM

This makes me so sad. Dr. Lehman was my
dentist for 40+ years. Not only was he a great
dentist, but I considered him a friend! My
sincere condolences to all of Dr. Lehman's
family, co-workers, & friends. 

 I will miss him right along with all of you. 
 Thank you Dr. Lehman for all the years of great care you gave me!

May you rest in peace. 
  

Sincerely, Cheryl Bernard

Alanna Kay Nash - June 03, 2021 at 12:00 AM

Tom was such an extraordinary spirit. I remember when we were
teenagers how unashamedly and unabashedly loving he was
toward little children and babies. No other boy in high school
allowed his heart to show like that. He was just pure love all the way
through. He planted a ginko tree in my parents' yard as a gift to us.
It still thrives, and I thank him every day when I see it. I never
thought about Tom growing old and passing away. He seemed ever-
youthful and joyous to me. His death is almost surreal. I feel his void
deeply and achingly. I can only imagine how Becca and Jenni and
Celeste hurt right now, and how his children are dealing with this
after the recent loss of their mother. Please know that my heart is
with you all.
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Jenni Lehman Turner & Jan Turner - June 02, 2021 at 12:00 AM

Us Lehman sisters have lost our core center,
our leader, and a most remarkable, loving
brother. Our love for him knew no bounds. It
is extremely difficult to express our loss.

Kareen - June 02, 2021 at 12:00 AM

Dear Lehman Family, I was truly sadden
when I saw this about your dad. Reading his
obituary the part about 14 Mile Rd. brought
smiles to my tear streaked face. Your parents
always had the best parties for the teachers
and volunteers at Bruce Twp School. I was fortunate to be part of
it...being a volunteer...they both were so much fun, along with the
neighbors on 14 Mile. 

  
My heart breaks for you "kids" and now your "kids". You were
blessed with awesome parents. Your dad, Tom, will be missed as
greatly as your Mom is. I'm sure your Mom greeted your Dad with
open arms. 

  
Many prayers for your family. Kareen Brown


