
Vernon Arthur Nye
February 3, 1924 - December 11, 2008

Vernon Arthur Nye, age 84, of Hessel, Michigan passed away Thursday
evening, December 11, 2008 at Northern Michigan Hospital in Petoskey.
Vernon was born in Hessel, Michigan on February 3, 1924, the son of the late
William and Selma (Johnson) Nye. He graduated from Cedarville High School
with the class of 1942. On November 13, 1942, he married Elda Hamel in
Detroit, Michigan. Vernie went on to serve his country in the United States
Navy during World War II from April 1943 to Nov. 1945. He was a Radarman
on board the USS Helm, a destroyer involved in many battles in the Pacific
Theater. He also participated in the rescue operations of the USS
Indianapolis, the ship that carried the first atomic bomb. He and his shipmates
were proud to be part of the escort of ships during the signing of the
Surrender of Japan at the end of World War II. A carpenter by trade, taught by
his father, Vernie constructed many homes in the area, he also was a heavy
equipment operator involved in the construction of Hwy. US 2, M-134, and I-
75. As a carpenter foreman on the Mackinac Bridge, one of the projects was
building the first catwalks for the ironworkers. He retired in 1987 from his own
construction company. Vernie was a charter member and Past Commander of
VFW Post #7958 and a 60-year member of the Les Cheneaux Masonic Lodge
590. He was one of the first members of the Clark Twp. Volunteer Ambulance
Corp. and was a former Clark Township Clerk. For the last 23 years he has
served as a board member of the Michigan Veteran's Trust Fund. In his youth,
Vernie enjoyed playing baseball and basketball, (1st CHS team 1939). Later it



was horseshoes, bowling and golf, and always he was a keen ice fisherman.
He also greatly enjoyed hunting; his 14-point buck won the 1948 Detroit Free
Press state award for widest spread (29 ¾"). His buck was taken in the Hessel
Area and was a Michigan record that held for 22 years. Vernon is survived by
his wife of 66 years, Elda Nye of Hessel; four children: Jeri (John) Griffin of
Cedarville, Susan (William) Rutledge of Hessel, Tom (Debbie) of Cottonwood
AZ, and Sally Nye of Charlevoix; five grandchildren: Brenda DeRosha, David
(Kristy) Griffin, Andrew (Kelly) Rutledge, Gwyneth Nye, and Gillian Nye; five
great grandchildren: Zachary Griffin, Ariane DeRosha, Julianne Griffin, Zoe
Rutledge, and Elliot Rutledge. He is also survived by a brother: Richard
(Sadie) Nye of Cedarville and many special nieces and nephews. He was
preceded in death by his parents, two infant daughters: Darlene and Diane
Nye; and five siblings: Ruth Ehle, William Nye Jr., Iva Ehle, Lyle Nye, and Roy
Nye. A Celebration of Life will be held at 2:00 PM on Saturday, December 20,
2008 at the Hessel Presbyterian Church. Friends may gather at the church
from 12:00 noon until the time of service. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
left to the Les Cheneaux Ambulance Auxiliary, P.O. Box 453, Hessel MI
49745.
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Dave Griffin - December 26, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Thank you to everyone for sharing your stories about Grandpa Nye
at his service and also to the Masons and VFW for their ceremonies
and everyone that helped out. It was nice to visit with so many folks
that I haven't seen in years. 
 
Everyone has stories they recall about my Grandpa "Vernie" - and
of course I have many great memories too! Sometime I'll have to
share some with you at the Runway when I can get up there. He
would have wanted everyone to get together and share some fun
stories!! 
 
Thanks again for your support, especially for Grandma Elda.

Dwight & Judith - December 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Thinking of YOU all. Our deepest sympathy. 
Gone from our sight, 
but never our memories. 
Gone from our touch, 
but never our hearts. 
*****

Bernice Mary Rutecki - December 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I send my sympathy, prayers and thoughts to Elda and family. 
Bernice Rutecki
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Anne & Harv Hamel - December 17, 2008 at 12:00 AM

It is hard to know what to say to Vernie's close loved ones. Vernie
lived a very full and productive life. He will be missed. It is hard for
me not to recall and think about the full man he was. I can recall his
wit and humor. I also think of Elda, Jeri, Tom and Sally as well as
Richie and Sadie. Words are so inadequate to express Anne and
my sympathy. 
 
Harv Hamel

Bunny Gustafson - December 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Vernie will be missed by many,I so remember Vernie Bloddy Marys,
at Taylors Xmas parties. He was a great man.

Lloyd & Mary Jo Matson - December 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We are so sorry to hear of your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are
with your family.

Judi Jamieson - December 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Vernie was always there with a helping hand when I needed one
while I was his neighbor. He always had a funny story and a smile.
He'll be sadly missed by many. Judi Jamieson
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Gary Lee Currie - December 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am very sorry to hear about Vernie. 
I left the Hessel area about 45 
years ago but I remember Vernie 
well. He always had a smile and 
something nice to say. 
Our Prayers are with you. 
 
Sincerely 
Gary L. Currie

Kathy & Charlie Nye - December 15, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Vernie was one of the few remaining second generation members
of the homesteading family of Nye/Mortenson in Hessel area. 
In addition he was one of the dwindling few of the greatest
generation of WW 11 veterans serving our country honorably in the
U.S. Navy. 
He will be missed by all of us in the Hessel/Cedarville area.


