
William James Goff
December 7, 1945 - February 21, 2025

It is with great sadness that the family of William James Goff announce his
passing on Friday, February 21, 2025 at the age of 79, after an exhaustive
battle with cancer. 

William, known as Bill to most and Billy to his sisters, was born to Betty
Robinson and Charles Goff in 1945 and grew up in Vanderbilt, Michigan,
surrounded by his siblings and cousins. William joined the United States Army
and proudly served his country with the 1st Cavalry Division in North Carolina
and at Camp Gerry Owen in South Korea. He married the love of his life and
best friend, Frances Wilson, in 1966, in spite of her prior declaration that he
was the “most arrogant man she’d ever had the misfortune of meeting.” 

 

Bill and Fran would go on to have three children Charles (Tymberlee), Tammy
(James), and Billie Jo (Bradley). He became known as Pop Pop to his
grandchildren; Mattie, Spencer, Mya, Owen (Tommissa), Zachary, and
Matthew, whom he would spoil endlessly with M&M’s and ‘just one more’
tractor ride. 

 

Bill resided in Elmira, Michigan, for most of his years where he worked as a
logger and raised his family. He will be remembered for his love of line
dancing, good music, and travel, as well as his prolific green thumb, charitable
heart, and raucous laughter. While he never met a song he couldn’t dance to,



nothing brought him more joy than delivering a well-timed joke and seeing the
resulting smile on another person’s face. Though his final years were filled
with medical appointments and many difficult treatments he never lost his zest
for life or his sense of humor. 

Bill is survived by his children; grandchildren; and siblings, Noreen Clark, Katy
Goff, and Daniel Smith. 

 

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and Betty; his wife of 46
years, Frances; and his closest friend, Bud (Oser) Wescoat. 

Bill’s children would like to extend a sincere debt of gratitude to Dr. Fedak and
the entire oncology care team at Karmanos McLaren Northern Michigan as
well as Dr. Gardener and the ENT team at the Henry Ford Hospital, and the
full rehabilitation team at Traverse City Munson Mary Free Bed for their
kindness and dedication to his care. The family also expresses their thanks to
Jenna Toensing from Kennedy Care, for her immeasurable assistance,
support, and friendship over the past year. 

A Memorial Service will be held March 14, 2025 at 2:00 PM at the Vanderbilt
Community Church, 455 W Main St, Vanderbilt, MI 49795. 

 

It was Bill’s wish that instead of flowers, donations be made in his memory to
the upcoming Mid-Michigan Honor Flight being sponsored by Michigan teen
Abbie Jones; a young lady he met on his Honor Flight in October 2024 who is
working to fundraise for a full Honor Flight. Ear-marked donations for Abbie’s
efforts can be sent to Mid-Michigan Honor Flight P.O. Box 98, Gowen, MI
49326. 

Family Life Funeral Homes assisted the family with arrangements.
Condolences may be left to the family at www.familylifefh.com. 
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Jennifer S. - March 13, 2025 at 10:20 PM

Jennifer S. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of William James
Goff.

Mary Patton - February 28, 2025 at 08:16 AM

So very sorry for your loss. Prayers for you
All. Thank you for your Service Bill will
remember your love of line dancing. And
helping out at senior centers too. Always part
of Family .

Jenny Anthony - February 25, 2025 at 01:38 PM

My sincere condolences to the Goff family. Bill will always hold a
place in my heart. I remember when you all would come over for
coffee with my parents. Your dad and my dad conversing over the
things they did or going to do. My mom and your mom laughing and
joking all the time! We all grew up like family and that is what Bill will
be remembered as is family to me!! Thoughts and prayers to you all!



NM

NICK AND SUZANNE Musk - February 25, 2025 at 12:15 PM

This goes out to the Goff Family, Your dad,
was my Uncle Bill Goff. And he does hold a
very special place in my heart. Sue(Hurlbert)
Musk. Now he is up in Heaven, With my Aunt
Fran. We didn't see much of each other's. But
he knew how much I carried for him. I just found this. And I wanted
to share it with all of you.: I hope it will help all of you out. Your
cousin Sue Musk and Family; of Muskegon Mi And Renee Hurlbert
and family, The Pat Hurlbert family.

 Don't cry for me.
 Don't cry for me. I will be okay. Heaven is my Home now, and this is

where I belong. I want you to be happy and stay strong. Don't cry
for me. It was just my time, but I will see you someday on the other
side. Don't cry for me. I am not alone. The Angels are with me to
welcome me home. Don't cry for me. for I have no fear. All my pain
is gone. And JESUS took my tears. Don't cry for me. This is not the
end. I'll be waiting here for you when we meet again.


