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William "Bill" James Einar Raappana 
 

Bill was born in Laurium, Michigan and lived in Michigan his entire life.  He
lived and worked in Detroit before moving back to the Copper Country and
working in the Copper Mine at White Pine.  He also worked as a Merchant
Marine.  He was an Intake Counselor and House Manager for the Sacred
Heart Treatment Center in Detroit and Memphis.  Bill was in treatment at
Sacred Heart and on his journey of sobriety.  He was able to work at Sacred
Heart and help others on their journey to sobriety. 

 

Bill is survived by his daughter: Jeanine Lazusky (Brian) of Orlando, FL; son:
Gary Raappana (Christine Havala) of Orlando, FL 
granddaughter: Marisa Lazusky of Orlando, FL; and grandson: Kevin
Shannon of Detroit, MI. Bill is also survived by his brother: Paul Raappana
(Sandee) of Sault Ste. Marie, MI; niece: Saara Raappana (Eric Doise) of
Marshall, MN, and his many cousins. 

 

Bill was preceded in death by his parents: Einar Raappana, Clara and Leo
Okkonen and his sons: Glenn Raappana and William Raappana, Jr. 

 

In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to Hospice of the EUP. 
 



Cremation has already taken place and according to Bill's wishes, no public
services will be held.
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Dave Wagner - January 16, 2024 at 12:00 AM

I met Bill in 1985 when he was the house
manager at Sacred Heart. Our friendship 

 Was bonded over many years, attending
meetings all around Detroit. I was sad to see
that he had passed away. RIP my friend, your
friendship was a part of my life I will never forget.

Dave Wagner - January 16, 2024 at 12:00 AM

I met Bill in 1985 when he was the house manager at Sacred Heart.
Our friendship 
Was bonded over many years, attending meetings all around
Detroit. I was sad to see that he had passed away. RIP my friend,
your friendship was a part of my life I will never forget.

Allan & Terry Bjorne - August 13, 2023 at 12:00 AM

Our hearts hurt when someone in our tribe is
hurting. Know that we are thinking of you and
praying for peace and healing for those who
loved him.


